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ABSTRACT 

This collection of abstracts is part of a continuing 
series providing information on recent doctoral dissertations. The 
five titles deal with the following topics: (1) a comparison of 
manuscript writing at the beginning of first grade with reading 
achievement at the end of first grade, (2) using text comprehension 
as a metaphor for understanding tezit production, (3) comprehension of 
deictic categories in oral and written latguage, (4) reading and 
writing strategies of fifth grade children, and (5) constructing 
texts in reading and writing. (HTH) 
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The dissertation titles contained here are published with 
permission of the University Microfilms International , 
publishers of Dissertation Abstracts International 
< copyi ' qht 1984 by University Microfilms International ) 

c^nd may not be reproduced without their prior permission. 



This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuing series 
designed to make information on relevant dissertations available to 
users of the ERIC system. Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts 
International are reviewed in order to compile abstracts of 
dissertations on related topics, which thus become accessible in 
searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for the 
disse .r.tions themselves is included at the end of the bibliography • 

^or*-.racts of the following dissertations are included in this 
collect : 

Paris, Marilyn Lee 
A COMPARISON OF MANUSCRIPT 
WRITING AT THE BEGINNING 
OF FIRST GRADE WITH READING 
ACHIEVEMENT AT THE END OF 
FIRST GRADE 

Kucer, Stephen Bradley 
USING TEXT COMPREHENSION AS 
A METAPHOR FOR UNDERSTANDING 
TEXT PRODUCTION: BUILDING 
BRIDGES BETWEEN READING AND 
WRITING 

Murphy, Sandra Michelle 
COMPREHENSION OF DIECTIC 
CATEGORIES IN ORAL AND 
WRITTEN LANGUAGE 

Ryan, Sheila NeSmith 

AN EXAMINATION OF READING 

AND WRITING STRATEGIES OF 

SELECTED FIFTH GRADE 

CHILDREN 

Spivey, Nancy Nelson 
DISCOURSE SYNTHESIS: 
CONSTRUCTING TEXTS IN 
READING AND WRITING 
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A COMPARISON OF MANUSCRIPT WRITING AT THE 
BEGINNING OF FIRST GRADE WITH READING 
ACHIEVEMENT AT THE END OF FIRST GRADE 

Ord«rNo.DA8325584 
FahiS, MAfitLVN Lee. Ph.D. Indiana State Univarsity, 1978. 70pp. 
Chairperson: VanitaGibbs 

This research study was conducted to determine the relationship 
between beginning manuscript writing and reading achievement at 
the end of first grade. A review of literature revealed that manuscript 
writing became established as the beginning writing form because of 
its purported relationship to reading. Despite a lack of research 
concerning the relationship of writing to reading, the support of i.^ch 
a relationship from a theoretical framework existed. 

Data for statistical analysis were obtained through the evaluation 
of the manuscript-writing samples of one hundred thirty-one first- 
grade children and from the reading achievement scores of those 
same children. Statistical analysts included two Pearson product- 
moment correlations and two multiple correlationa. 

The existence of a significant inverse relationship between 
mvVtuscript-writing errors arui reading achievement was determined. 
The Pearson product-moment correlation coefficients for combined 
error types and for combined frequencies were significant but not as 
great as the significant multiple-correlation coefficients for error typts 
in combinations and frequencies in combinations. It was concluded 
that considering the error types and the frequencies of those errors in 
beginning manuscript writing woukJ prove helpful in identifying thost 
first-grade children who may have difficulty in learning to read. 



USING TEXT COMPREHENSION AS A METAPHOf! FDR 
UNDERSTANDING TEXT PRODUCTION: BUILDING BRIDGES 
BETWEEN READING AND WRITING Order No. DA8321 377 
Kuccn, Stephen Bradley, Ph.D. Indiana University, 1983. 445pp. 

There has been increased interest by various segments in the 
academic community in how language users go about learning and 
producing written discourse. Accompanying this interest is an ever 
growing school of thought which insists writing should not be seen in 
isolation from communicative skills in general. Hypotheses formulated 
about writing are to be closely aligned with current theories of 
reading. From this perspective, reading and writing are not mirror 
images, one being the reverse of the other, but rather run in p^irallel 
and use the same basic information processing mechanisms. 

This study explored sociological, psychological, and linguistic 
interrelationships between text production and text comprehension 
through (1) the delineation of process universal common to both 
reading and writing, (2) the incorporation of these unlversals within a 
macro theory and model of text production, the theory itself built 
through using current theories of text comprehension as model 
analogues, and (3) the development, implementation, and evaluation 
of a writing -reading curriculum highlighting key transactions within 
the theory. The construct of global coherence was operatlonalized as 
the basis for data analysis and curriculum evaluation. Analysis of 
coherence was conskjered in regard to (1 ) writer growth and 
developmentincontrotof coherence, (2) the key **w]thin-text'* 
differences between texts high and low in coherence, and (3) the 
effects of text coheience on shared meaning among readers. 

The analysis of texts produced throughout the semesiter by writers 
involved in the curiculum indicated that (1) writers Increasod their 
ability to generate more globally coherent texts, (2) control of 
coherence was not a monolithic ability and varied across tasks fdr aM 
writers, (3) texts were considered to be high in coherence because 
they: contained more redundant cues supporting the ger)eration of 
macrostructures, contained fewer propositions which either required 
the making of major inferences or were meaningless to the readers, 
and (4) high text coherence did r\ot result in more shared noeaningt 
among readers transacting with the text. 



»«. OrdtrNo. DA8328993 

The research iaue addressed in this study corwems the natura o« 
me d|jvelopmer,t of children's understanding of me de^cti^Xm 
and meir ability to understand its usa in oral a«« wriSIn inl^Jn- 
The deictic system is ^ to link what on« says trthe Si^Sation «!;h 
mins. ,n me worid. Th* infn)r.Utlon of deSl^t^rS^e ter^'^ch 

^n'iiU^"'" y'*' '^*^*' "80.- etc.) requires me 

coordination and manipulation of a great deal of information 
concerning time, location, perspective and me identity and speech 
roies of participants in language events. Children's ability to 
coordinate such information in different tasks in oral and written 
language is investigated in this study. 

Although children have acquired a great deal of pragmatic 
knowledge about how the deictic system operates in their early yeai* 
of language development, they may find it difficult to apply the 
knowledge they possess in tasks which require complex mental 
pfoce»es. In particular, they may find it difficult to employ their 
S'r,«„?!,!l^","''" 'a"0"age. Written language requires the mental 
3^ if of imagined individuals in imagined situations for me 
purpose of adopting a perspective for the interpretation of text 
f« ^"""'"m '^enty-four second graders performed thrM 
f~«i ii Vhf " f 'a"Ouage task in which they interpreted deictic 

1 K fu"**"^* °' "c'ef-out situation. (2) a written language 
task in which they interpreted deictic terms in written texts and (3) a 
pwture task in which they selected a picture which represented 
conditions under which deictic terms could appropriately be used 
based on their interpretation of a written text The three deictic ' 
categoriw investigated were motion verbs, pronouns and locatives. 
■^■^PL^u """Paf 'Sons between the oral and written language taska 
indicated that written language tasks were more difficult than 
comparable oral language tasks. Although the chiWren coukJ "read" 
the words of the text the worid they envisioned in the process ol 
interpretation often differed markedly from the worid indicated by the 
tert. Planned comparisons between the deictic categories within me 
oral and written tasks indicated that some deictic categories were 
'° Comparisons between 

pragmatically different discourse contexts indicated that children 
found It easier to interpret deictic terms when they were participants 
man when they were merely observers of a conversation 
(Aumor's abstract exceeds stipulated maximum length. Discontinuwf 
here with permissioT of author.) UMI 



AN EXAMINATION OF READING ANO WRITING STRATEGIES 
OF SELECTED FIFTH GRADE CHILDREN 

Order No. DA8325764 
RVAN. Shbila NeSmith. Ph.D. Gaorgia Sfafe University - CoWeoe 0/ 
£di/caf/on, 1983. 286pp. r '^mai 

inXliV"- I^'o P"n3ose of the study was to examine the 
IJ!!?^ •^o*^" reading and writing by investigating the 

cognitive and linguistic strategies employed by young readera aZi 
"^wS." w "^J^ transactions wim naZ.eaTJSS!^SSB, 
oh^~,«„« f 5 Ethnographic memods port^iSmT 
^^n J^ and informant interviews provided information ab«Sit 
SSl^rfS^r.'i^'"' ? ""-.""tained fifm grctie classroom. . 
SS^ l'"'!?''''"8 '"terviews wim eight students selettted as 

S^In^ il^" ^ fordiscovering com^^ 

and linguistic strategies used during me reading and writing of 
narrative and expository texts. A tutor activity, designed to probe 
explicit statements of thinking processes, and several ot£r da? 
sources added to me profiles of eight readers and writers. 
- ff.fii '"terpretive analysis of problem-solving protocols 
revealed six strategies the eight fifm grade studente used in reading 
^r^l^mS ^r** "Pos^tory texts. The six strategies, definid 

rSn2ri2;'r.1t!^ i::^"?' ""textualizing. stnicturing. monitoringT 
and repainng. reflected strands in the students' minking processM 
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«rMi!^L. I 1°^ response?, indicative of flexible use of the six 

characterized as transactive. While th^sS sSt^le.- 
^porting, conjecturing, contextuallzlng. structuriji mSrin^^^ 
repa.ring..were identlHed In both readlni^^fd ^^^^^ ^'^ 
transactive patterns of response were parall^rn S rS?n^ 

the other five students ranged from a midpoint bet^e^th^Z^^ 

ZrZ!^ TAZ'^'Z contlnS\?rSj^^^^ 

Thus, in the reading and writing of these f^jdents, stratoakM us^ in 

orj^^ess were not always selected proportToSSr^!^^^^^ 



DISCOURSE SYNTHESIS: CONSTRUCTING TEXTS IN 
READING AND WRITING Order No. DA832987e 

S^ivcY. NAfjcy Nelson. Ph.D. The University of Texas at Austin, 1983. 
183pp. Supervising Professor Charles R. Kline. Jr. 

This study into reading and composition focused on discourse 
synthesis, the selecting and combining of information from various 
textual sources to form new, unique texts. The purpose of the study 
was to compare the performance of able and less able 
comprehenders on a discourse synthesis task. 

The 40 subjects, university juniors and seniors, were assigned to 
either the able comprehender group or the less able comprehender 
group on the basis of scores on the Comprehension Subtest of the 
Nefson-Oenny Reading Test, Form E. The students were given three 
descriptive texts on a sbgle topic, each text containing some 
information present only in it some information present in one of the 
other sources, and some information present in both of the other 
sources. The students produced their own synthesized versions 
during two writing sessions. 

The groups were compared for differences in some, or some 
combination, of the variables in their composition products or in the 
process of constructing them. The variables for the compositions 
were organization and connectivity of the textual structure, quantity of 
content, and holistic quality. The variables for the synthesis process 
were vtsablo planning, revision, and time spent on the task. After a 
multivariate analysis of variance indicated a significant overall 
difference between groups, a discriminant analysis showed the group 
differences to be on the variables for the composition products. 

The two groups were also tested for differences in the selection d 
information of various levels of importance. Importance, as defined in 
this study, was determined both by height in the text base of a single 
text and by repetition across texts. A linear trend analysis revealed 
that although both groups followed an importance principle in 
selecting information, the performance of the groups differed as the 
information became progressively more important 

The product and process variables w6:e examined for 
intercorrelatione. A combination of the variables produced a 
significant regression equation for predicting holistic quality ratings 
by specialists in the content area of the text topic. 
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